BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
"in the sure and certain hope of a blessed resurrection/' too
strong to be used indiscriminately, and, indeed, sometimes
when those over whose bodies it is said, have been notoriously
profane?' JOHNSON. 'It is sure and certain hope, Sir; not
belief.91 did not insist further; but cannot help thinking that
less positive words would be more proper.
Talking of a man who was grown very fat, so as to be in-
commoded with corpulency; he said, 'He eats too much.
Sir.' Bo SWELL. CI don't know, Sir, you will see one man
fat who eats moderately, and another lean who eats a great
deal.9 JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir, whatever may be the quantity
that a man eats, it is plain that if he is too fat, he has eaten
more than he should have done. One man may have a diges-
tion that consumes food better than common; but it is cer-
tian that solidity is encreased by putting something to it*
Bo SWELL. TBut may not solids swell and be distended?'
JOHNSON. Yes, Sir, they may swell and be distended; but
that is not fat.'
We talked of the accusation against a gentleman [Sir
Thomas Rumbold] for supposed delinquencies in India,
JOHNSON. TVhat foundation there is for accusation I know
not, but they will not get at him. Where bad actions are
committed at so great a distance, a delinquent can obscure
the evidence till the scent becomes cold; there is a cloud
between, which cannot be penetrated : therefore all distant
power is bad. I am clear that the best plan for the govern-
ment of India is a despotick governour; for if he be a good
man, it is evidently the best government; and supposing him
to be a bad man, it is better to have one plunderer than
many. A governour whose power is checked, lets others plun-
der, that he himself may be allowed to plunder; but if des-
potick, he sees that the more he lets others plunder, the less
there will be for himself, so he restrains them; and though
he himself plunders, the country is a gainer, compared with
being plundered by numbers.'
I mentioned the very liberal payment which had been
received for reviewing; and, as evidence of this, that it had
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